ane A only 25¢ | 


Roger HUNTINGTON 
Analyzes Chevy Drag Bike 


Joe HENNING 
Reports on ROTH’S New ROTAR 


George BARRIS 


AUGUST 1961 = Performs One-Day Grille Swap 


plus 
KOHLER Story —JOLLEY Cartoons 
Les RITCHEY — Pete MILLAR—Tom 
DANIEL — Doane SPENCER — Nelson 
DEWEY — New Columns, Features! ! 
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THE 
COMPLETE 
HOW-10-D0-IT 
LIBRARY 


For the Beginner and for the experienced 
Craftsman — the SPOTLITE BOOK LIBRARY 
will include ail hobbies, both indoor and 
outdoor — from Stamp, Coin and Rock Collecting 
to Customizing your Car — you'll find a 
SPOTLITE BOOK designed for you. 


START YOUR HOW-TO-DO-IT LIBRARY 
WITH THE FIRST FOUR SPOTLITE BOOKS 


* No. 505 HANDGUNS AFIELD 

* No. 506 CUSTOM CAR GRILLES 

* No. 507 "TEEN HAIR STYLES & MAKE UP 
« No. 508 MODEL CARS 


only 25¢ each 





SPOTLITE BOOKS, 5916 Hollywood Boulevard, 
Los Angeles 28, California 
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fourth issue of our ninth yer AUGUST 1961 








ROBERT E. PETERSEN publisher _—__» 16 “EVERYDAY DEUCES 

—_— staunch supporters of the old school 
that even the tidiest of show cars 
should be used for regular transportation, 
two southern california roadster owners 
put their cars to year ‘round use 
in shows, outings, drags 


33 THE PINK DRAGON 


@ newcomer to the sport, ed pink’'s 
s : dragster has a background of fifteen 
associate editor er saeeeee years experience pushing it toward 
LES RITCHEY technical editor <<... 5), its speeds of near the 200 mark. 
DOANE SPENCER technical editor 





44 DRAGGIN’ IN MINIATURE 
ON CHRONDEK 
' electric model racing is rising in 
popularity, accompanied by fantastic, 
' scale speeds. the foremost experts 
present a current account of the sport 
seen first in R&C four years ago 





BOB GOTO ad production 





5 THE STARTING LINE —by the editor 
‘ 7 OUR READERS WRITE —or wrong 
12 AUTOMART a host of hot, new products suitable for owning 
22 THE ROTH BROTHERS’ FLYING MACHINES report from R&C on a new vehicle— ROTAR!!! 
24 A DAY AT THE DENT-IST chew with a cavity gets one-day service 
26 FOREVER ‘FORTY sketchpad restyling for the most popular of all 
30 WOOD PANEL YOUR DASH add an air of elegance for under a $ fiver 
31 TASTEFUL TREATMENT restraint and good judgement for a 57 chevy 
36 HIGH FASHION MERC eastern hardtop reflects metropolitan tastes 
37 ARIN CEE going large size presents unexpected problems 
38 TWO WHEEL CHEVY chevrolet eight goes sidewinder—in a bike 
40 THE JUICIEST CAR IN TOWN harder to hide R&C effects radical change on rodder 
47 TECH SPECS tes ritchey answers your technical questions 
48 REPORT ON THE SQUIRRELS OF SMOGBURG a new member for an outstanding car club 
48 BARGAIN BOX initiating a new column for sellers and swappers 
50 BENCH SESSION possibility for revival of mexican road race looms 





Published monthly by Quinn Publications, Inc., 5959 Hollywood Bivd., Los Angeles 28, 
Calif. Second-class postage paid at Los Angeles, California and at additional mailing offices. 
Reprinting in whole or part forbidden except by ission of the publisher. Copyright 1961 
by Quinn Publications, Inc. Subscription price: $3.00 per year throughout the world. Single 
copy 25 cents. Eastern Advertising: 770 Lexington Ave. N.Y.C. Detroit Advertising: 
3337 Book Bidg., Detroit’26, Mich. Midwest Advertising: 360 N. Michigan Ave., Chicago 1, 
iil. St. Louis Office: 915 Olive St., Rm. 939, St. Louis, Missouri. 
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“THIS IS IT!”, like they say in the movies; your new, 
large sized Rod & Custom. The new-found freedom enjoyed 
by your editors and a jubilant art department is not unlike 
that experienced by a prisoner of the dark ages upon release 
from the ‘iron maiden’, We have room to expand, to move 
around a bit and an opportunity to learn how we may make 
the most_of our new environment. We ask you to help us 
make Rod & Custom the book you want and welcome al] your 
criticisms as well as what applause may be forthcoming. 

Our attention was recently arrested by a pamphlet which 
came across this desk entitled, “Deadly Reckoning”. Issued 
by the Travelers Insurance Co., one of the nation’s largest 
auto insurers, this annual report on highway safety states 
that it is up to us as individual citizens to see that some- 
thing is done about the tremendous human and economic 
loss brought about by traffic accidents each year. Some steps 
are outlined, and it occurs to us that car clubs or even 
conscientious individuals might well hearken and proceed to 
act on some of the points outlined. 

How does your area measure up? Does your town and 
state have a strong highway safety program with practical 
policies for driver enforcement? Are street and highway 
regulations up to date to cope with modern power-packed 
automobiles and superhighways? Are street and highway 
regulations strictly enforced and faithfully executed? Do lax 
enforcements, fixed tickets and second chance policies make 
a mockery of safety programs that look sound on paper? 

If so, you can take bold, positive steps to help put an end 
to the slaughter on our highways, Contact your legislators 
and let them know you are determined to see a strong pro- 
gram instituted in your area. Form a working committee, 
appointed by public officials, whose responsibility it would 
be to survey present laws and enforcement procedures, rec- 
ommend improvements in regulations and prosecutions of 
violations, and institute a program of public information on 
the urgency of the problem: 

Second, insist on a program of safety education begin- 
ning in the grade schools and continuing through a program 
of driver training before young people can receive their 
licenses. 

Third, express your willingness to support and abide by 
a strict program of law enforcement. Loss of driving priv- 
ileges for a specified period for first offenders convicted of 
speeding may seem harsh, but the nation’s deadly reckoning 
shows that most casualties involved reckless speed. An effec- 
tive program sincerely dedicated to reducing highway deaths 
calls for harsh measures. 

Fourth, pledge to develop within yourself, habits of care, 
caution and courtesy behind the wheel. 

As auto enthusiasts we must not be unmindful of the 
other side of the tool of our sport. The car can and does kill 
our neighbors, friends and loved ones. Let’s exercise our 
interest in cars by seeing that their lethal activity be sub- 
stantially diminished. , \qnn wineland 














GO AHEAD com 


KICK ME 








| kept putting off subscribing to 
R&C... figured there was no hurry, 
after all, the newsboy will save one 
for me... but | hadn't counted on 
the demand for the new, BIG SIZE, 
better than ever Rod & Custom — 
WOW !! they were sold out fast. I'd 
stand on my head to get ahold of 
one now. I'M going to go ahead 
and subscribe, now... then I'll be 
sure of getting every issue before 
they hit the stands. If you don’t do 
the same, somebody better kick 
you, too!! 
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© New ideas on how to put more “go” 
in your Kart © New competition events 
© More technical features © More 
stories than ever before. 


Here comes the karting story in a 

magazine jammed with great new how- 

to-facts and stories on every facet of 

the karting picture. Get it now at your 

Newsstand or send direct for your 
“Prbliched by PETERSEN 
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OUR READERS 






PORTHOLES? .. . PLAA-AGH! 

I’m writing this letter in reference to 
Mr. D. Howard’s letter in the April 
R&C issue’s “Write — or wrong.” In it 
he states that he hadn’t bought an issue 
of your excellent mag in a year. I don’t 
think Mr. Howard had bought a “Rod 
Mag” since 1955 or he would have 
known that a Buick hasn’t shown any- 
thing in speed achievements since that 
year, Let’s face it! That 1955 Buick 
must have “Just been plain lucky.” If 
we are going to dig up speed claims 
from the past, let’s go just a year 
earlier and we find that a 1954 Kaiser 
came stock with a “blower” and was 
about the “hottest stocker” that year. 
We could then go to the Nash of ’51 
vintage and find that this car also 
shared speed glories. 

Now, let’s nibble on Ivo’s Buick for a 
while. This guy Ivo won’t show up 
where the competition really is. He’s 
always at smaller strips somewhere 
else. Take the “payola” from his en- 
gines and he couldn’t show 110 mph in 
a quarter. If Ivo insists on being a gas- 
only bug and won’t move up to the Fuel 
Class which Chevy’s, Chryslers dominate 
let him tangle with the gaseous Pontiac 
dragster of Texas’ Eddie Hill and see 
wha’ hoppens. This “Stoplight propa- 
ganda” of Mr. Howard’s would prob- 
ably read correctly this way: The fel- 
lows in Chevies, Ponties, and Furies, 
knew that they could beat Mr. Howard’s 
cat at the “green,” but they didn’t want 
to endanger lives or property, nor to risk 
a heavy fine for this type of ignorance. 

Someone once asked FoMoCo the 
question “Who needs the Edsel” Now, I 
ask, and you can quote me, “who needs 
a Buick?” I think the Buick was built 
for one purpose. That is, so we custom- 
izers could buy one, pirate the port- 
holes, and then retire the “sick iron” to 
the nearest scrap heap. If Mr. Howard 
will dust off his “fatigues” and relax at 
a Sunday Dragfeast, he will not only 
see his “pets” being dusted off by a 
Powerglide, Hydramatic, or Fordoma- 
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n other magazines would 
never again be featured in R&C. Yes- 
sir, I was really impressed ...that is, 
until I flipped to Page 37 and saw a 
picture of the “Beatnik Bandit”. Just 
substitute “fiberglass” for “metal” in 
the phrase quoted above, and you have 
a perfect description of Roth’s “Glass 
Glob”. 

I thought the “Outlaw” was bad, but 
this second (and most horrible) creation 
to come out of Ye Old Sweatshirt Works 
makes its prototype look classic by com- 
parison, The “Beatnik Bandit” (with 
the smell of the former and the cheap 
vulgarity of the latter), wins my vote 
(if no other) for “Most Repulsive Four- 
Wheeled Object of 1961”. 

You probably won’t print this, but 
then, I don’t intend to buy your maga- 
zine anymore either. 


Mike Norris Albuquerque, New Mexico 


® We stand our ground, Mike. Roth's car, albeit 
overly painted, runs, drives and shows origi- 
nallty in many details. No creeping conformity 
is to be found there and the paint was some- 
what justified in that it is advertisement of its 
owner's services. We're sorry you won't be with 
vs anymore, Mike ... you're our kind of people. 


a 


TOOT! 

Congratulations on an exceptionally 
fine automotive publication. I am 18 and 
have been reading Rod & Custom for 
five years. I was with you in ’57 when 
“Wheels under Peasants” hit, and still 
with you when Kart Magazine was pub- 
lished, I think Kart was the only sens- 
ible answer to your dilemma. Thank 
you for publishing my first (and last) 
letter in the May °58 issue. I still dig 
karts, but I am now interested in mini- 
bikes, thanks to you. 

Lynn Wineland is doing great as 
editor (as did Spencer Murray) as evi- 
denced by R & C’s quality. Your cover- 
age of motorcycles has helped to intro- 
duce them to heretofore “pure” rod or 
“pure” custom fans. I believe that any- 
one interested in the automotive field 
should appreciate all forms of the sport 
—be it rod, custom, kart, bike, sports 
car or drag boat. 

continued on page 8 


The BIG event of the racing calendar 
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Races, presented National Hot Rod 
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NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP 
DRAG RACES | 
INDIANAPOLIS RACEWAY PARK 
West of indianapolis on Route 136 
SEPT 1,2,3,&4 


labor Dey weekend 
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RIGID 
TRACK 
TESTING 


PROMOTES GREATER SAFETY... 


IMPROVES PRODUCT DESIGN! 


Fairbanks-Morse Clutches and Brakes provide safe, dependable 
performance you can count on! The superior quality you expect 
from this equipment is the result of rigid torture testing on our own, 
specially designed hairpin-turn track! Result... new safety... 


longer life. 


Fairbanks-Morse automatic 
clutches are compact, adapt 
easily to all kart engines. Of 
centrifugal design, they engage 
automatically at desired engine 
speed. Easy to mount. En- 
gagement speeds easily ad- 
justed by the use of inter- 
changeable springs. All outside 
parts chrome-plated. Com- 
plete range of sprockets. 





New Fairbanks-Morse 

5S” internal expanding 
brakes are quickly, easily 
installed on either live 

or stationary axles... 
adaptable to a wide variety 
of wheels and sprockets. 
Compact, rugged con- 
struction provides more 
reliable control. 





For more information, including descriptive literature, write: Mr. R. D. Hisey; 
Magneto and Engine Accessories Division; Fairbanks Morse & Co., Beloit, Wisconsin. 


PAIRBANKS MORSE 


A MAJOR INDUSTRIAL COMPONENT OF 





FAIRBANKS WHITNEY 








OUR READERS WRITE 





continued from page 7 
I am very glad to see “off the sketch- 
pad” again in R & C, but I miss Roger 
Huntington’s “ ressure”, However, 
“Tech Specs” and “Just Chattering” are 
good. Keep them up. I am glad also, to 
see more “Do-it-yourself” articles. As 
for humor, Pete Millar and Don Jolley 
are the top automotive cartoonists and 
Cari Kohler’s and Joe Henning’s stories 
are tops. 
I formerly subscribed to R & C, but I 
can’t seem to get enough gold together 
at one time to renew. But every month 
I hit the newsstands and buy without 
even looking inside the cover. I KNOW 
R & C will be good! 
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I might suggest you attempt to re- 
turn to the 80-100 page bracket. Any 
chance? 

At the present, I am attempting to 
gain admission to General Motors Insti- 
tute for a career in automotive engi- 
neering. I am using R & C as a refer- 
ence for a term paper on Supercharging 
as I have used it before for school 
assignments. 

I did not write this letter just to get 
it published—I wish you would not 
publish it — I am just a contented read- 
er who would like to thank you for such 
a great magazine. Well Done! 

Jon Bauer Elmira, New York 


the road. We would like to see many 
more articles on competition or the many 


articles on hotrodding; whether it is 
about cars, bikes or karts. 

We will be looking for the next issue. 
Thomas Hornburg, 
Midwest Competition Riders Assn. 
Aurora, Illinois 

FLYSPECKS IN THE PEPPER 

I would like to bring to your atten- 
tion a slight error in the caption for one 
of the diagrams in the June ’61 issue of 
Rod & Custom, page 43. In the lower 
caption of the page you refer to the 
illustrated apparatus as a “dynamom- 
eter.” In the past, I have had occasion 
to work with such a device and as I 
recall, it was called a “universal tester.” 

Being an avid reader of your publi- 
cation, I have a great concern for the 
validity of the material presented in it; 
this is what motivated me to drop you 
this note. 

Thank you for your kind attention 
and excellent magazine. 
Alvin Meyers Brooklyn, New York 
@ We appreciate Mr. Meyers’ concern for accu- 
racy in the magazine. in this instance, however, 
according to the qualified representatives of 
the industry, “Dynamometer™ is the more correct 
name for the device in question. 


WORDS FROM THE “Y”™ 

Just a note to let you know that 
everybody here digs Don Jolley’s car- 
toons and illustrations, We would like 
to see more of the same. 

It is refreshing to see a new approach 
to the car-type cartoons and such. He 
has a real cool touch and great subtle 
humor. 

We eagerly await more of his work. 
Howard Rowley & Friends Provo, Utah 
Brigham Young University 
@ Knowing thot BYU is Don Jolley's Alma Mater, 
we wonder if there isn't more to this than meets 
the eye. Never fear, though, as more is in the 
offing from Ol" Jok. By the way, say hello to 
Olson for us. 


FAITHFUL READER ASKS US TO SHARE 


About nine years ago you did me a 
great favor by publishing a letter from 
me asking your readers if they would 
send me pictures of their rods and cus- 
toms. I received many hundreds of 
them. I would like to receive some pic- 
tures of the newer crop of cars. 

Being completely paralyzed keeps me 
from owning a car of my own. Receiv- 
ing letters and pictures makes my life 
much more enjoyable. Thank you. 
Dick Sahagian 7912 E. Floral Ave. 

Selma, California 
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On page 49 of your April issue you 


much room to get it all in. 


BITTER BUICKER 

I’m a new reader of your magazine 
and the impression I got is that all you 
care about are Ford products. I’m writ- 
ing in reference to Doug Howard's let- 
ter to OUR READERS WRITE —or 
wrong (April issue) about Buicks. I’m 
an owner of a not long past ’52 Buick, 
straight 8 stick. You can’t resist step- 
ping on our toes, Doane Spencer’s TECH 
SPECS (May issue) says that Buicks 
are keen for anchors. I wouldn’t say 
they are good for quarter mile dirt 
tracks, but let’s not knock GM products. 
A very mad Buick owner and 

R&C reader 
George J. Kostick Reading, Pa. 
@ R&C's editorial outlook can scarcely be 
judged by letters received from our readers, 
George. We are happy to publish both sides 
of any question. No doubt any comment made 
will step on someone's toes, even if it is as 
obscure a piece as a Maybach Zeppelin. 

WANTS MORE BIKE TESTS 

I am very pleased to see the coverage 
in your magazine on cycles. What I want 
to know is why you don’t write some 
articles on the new Harleys, Triumphs 
or BSA’s? From what I hear the new 
Harleys are about the hottest things on 
two wheels, Aren’t these three the most 
popular cycles in the United States? 
Kenny Smith Louisville, Ky. 
@ All the makes you list are on the agenda, 
Ken. Just hong on and enjoy the ride. 


KOHLER CHARACTER STARS IN VERSE 


Our English class had an assignment 
to write on a fictional legendary hero. 
Since I got my character from “The 
Magnifi-scent Custom-of Kuttup Mc- 
Goody” in December, 1960, issue of your 
cool magazine I thought you might be 
interested in the results. 

I would be pleased to no ends and 
proud as all get out if you could print 
it. With all due respect to Mr. Kohler 
I submit Kuttup McGoody. 

P.S.: I got an A on it. 

John Heining Franklin Park, Illinois 


Kuttup McGoody 
(A Take-off on the Famous Casey Jones) 
Come all you rodders for | want you to hear 
The story told of a brave buccaneer. 
Kuttup McGoody is the rodder's name 
On a nine-second dragster, he rode to fame. 
continved on p. 10 


CORVAIR 


OWNERSI!! 


HORSEPOWER 
and ECONOMY 
INCREASE 


PROVENIII 


Unbiased dynamometer tests conducted by Rod & Custom Magazine 
prove conclusively that Runyon designed exhaust headers wil! allow 
your Corvair engine to periorm with greoter he gn Don't trap 
horsepower — realize your fvel economy p ic veers 
report 12-1400 rpm increoses, 10 agh greater: ade te Guin @ 


% mile drags, 5 mpg mileage bonus. Read july Rod & Custom Mago- 
zine for details. Order an Ag own neighborhood custom muffler eer 










shop or direct from Runyon >. . NOW! 





SPECIALISTS 


3537 OCEAN View 
MONTROSE &, CALIFORNIA 
CHurchill 9-8808 























LIKE YOU'VE NEVER SEEN BEFORE 
SEE THEM IN— 


SEPTEMBER ROD & CUSTOM! 














ROD & CUSTOM © AUGUST 1961/9 




















10/ROD & CUSTOM © AUGUST 1961 








OUR READERS WRITE 


continued from: p. 9 
He plundered all the records in his “8” machine 
Cause the competition quit when he mode the 


Seid “This is my trip to the promised land”. 


That Model “T” Ford with the Lincoln Mill 
Teok McGoody up te heaven, and he's fomous 
still. 


The fans all knew by the wide slick's squeal 

Thet Kuttup McGoody was at the wheel. r 

He chased it off the line at about four thousand 

With the beefed up civitch about to bust its 
housin’. 

The twist went back to the limit slip end, 

And the wide Buick rims a'startin’ to bend. 

McGoody says, “Car, now don't you fret, 

We're still together and we didn't give yet. 

I'm going to run you till the engine blows, 

The slicks give ovt and the rear-end goes.” 

it was right about here that the end came in 
sight. 

His slicks were so bare, they were gettin’ no 
bite. 

The engine got rugged, the transmission was 


n, 

The poce sorta quickened, but the strain was 

a'shown'. 
Poor Kuttup McGoody roared through the din. 
He stuck with his car thru thick and thin. 
He loved to hear the scream of Olid Number One, 
As he chased it off the line for another run. 
Headaches and heartaches and all sorts of woe 
Are not apart from a draggin’ show. 
Tales that are earnest, noble and grand, 
Belong to the life of a Dragster man. 


IT’S A LO-O-N-NG ONE 

Enclosed you will find a detailed report 
and description of “Draggin’ Wagon 
#1”, a first attempt at building a com- 
petition car by the “Draggin’ Dragons”, 
of Belleville, New Jersey. This car is 
just one of our Club projects, and we 
hope to have it on the strip by the end 
of this season. 

Chassis — ’36 Ford. 

Body — ’33 Chevy coupe turned roadster 

lowered and channeled 19”. 

Rear — ’50 Pontiac — solid mount — 

4:30-1 ratio. 

Engine —’49 Cad — Pretty much stock 

— conventional location. 

Trans — Cad-La Salle — side shift, Full 

Belly Pan. 

Dash and Firewall — Polished. Dash 
padded with maroon naugahyde. 

Brakes — Rear only and hydraulic. 

Colors — White — body, tonneau cover 
and running gear. 

Maroon — chassis. 

We started three months ago. The 
ear should look good enough to be a 
show winner when completed. We hope 
to run in B/MR at the strip, During the 
winter months we will spend our time 
improving the engine, possibly revamp- 
ing the body design and working out 
the invariable bugs that develop. 

The DRAGGIN’ DRAGONS 
Belleville, N. J. 


Regarding your March ’61 issue —I 
wish to add my voice to those of Jim 
Bredenbach and Jim Holms in “Our 
Readers Write—.or wrong.” The sad 
state of customizing today has done 
little for the sport in general except en- 
courage ridicule from the public in gen- 
eral. I recall often thinking that the 
nicest car at many shows was the most 
conservative. In the olds days the really 
radical jobs — chopped, channeled '41-’48 
Ford coupes, Merc, etc., were beauties, 
but today the radicals, indeed al] the 
“classes”, are typified by bad taste, bad 
workmanship, bad design and even bad 
sportsmanship on the part of the owner. 

This is all the result — as I see it — of 
customs not longer being built for the 
joy of owning and driving and building 
a different looking car. Today it’s all 
trophy! What class do I have the best 
chance in? How can I be “kooky-er” 
than the others in my class? — seem to 
be questions more important than what 
is it I want in my car? or how do I 
want it to look? 

Moreover, certain individuals who 
have obtained a position of influence 
and importance in the field of custom- 
izing have proceeded to use this power 
for unjust reasons. Mr. Barris — a man 
who (in conjunction with his brother) 
used to turn out some of the better 
looking customs, has introduced bullets, 
plastics, hardware and present cars 
with plexiglass fins, painted windshields, 
copper plated bumpers, swivel seats, 
and other gimmicks which are not only 
meaningless but have a dreadful influ- 
ence upon the entire field of customizing. 

Hot rodding has arrived at much the 
same position. A chrome plated frame 
— I just can’t understand the reason for 
such nonsense. 

The presence of non-working elec- 
tronic devices in cars and the very con- 
struction of inoperative “air” cars is 
not only pathetic but outright fraud. 

With the influence of ROD & CUS- 
TOM and your newly-armed determina- 
tion to change the course of all this, I 
feel we can look forward to a return 
of honest design, honest customizing, 
and once again meaningful innovation. 
Ben Darb 





“Se rear-engined rails are the thing... but 
why not build a new cor?” 











THE LATEST IN SPEED 
SECRETS FROM THE 


EDITORS OF 
HOT ROD MAGAZINE 
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A Master Reference to provide you with 
scores of ideas you can use now— 
Speed Secrets that have helped to 
set national track and strip records. 
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NEW BI-RITE CATALOG 


FEATURES LOW PRICES 


GEESE OO 
ee 
S f=... 


FREE! twiarGen Bi-RITE CATALOG 





YOU BUY RIGHT AT BI-RITE 











SWEAT SuRTs 
wet 
: a een 








ANYONE CAN WELD, BRAZE, SOLDER, CUT, 
WEAT MOST ANY METAL WITHOUT EXPERIENCE 








Pay postman $11.75 plus C.O.D. 
— ONLY $3 charges. ones lifetime gift for hob- 


FOUR WAY WELDER CO. i070 F3s'h, chicas ie. 1 


12/ROD & CUSTOM © AUGUST 1961 








Chromed i i 





] P ore the way to 
liven up the appearance under the hood of 
your new cor or even the old faithful family 
bus. Stocking a complete line of rocker 
covers, side plates, oil caps, generator and 
regulator covers, Eastern Auto Supply at 
6417 S$. Western Ave., Los Angeles, California 
can provide sparkle for your mill. Even the 
new compacts (Valiant shown) are listed, 

and items such as valve covers may be 
purchased outright or on an exchange basis. 
Order your parts now from Eastern Auto. 





aS 


3 


BE ROPE 


introduction of AGV's new “Super Jet X-60" 
helmet has just been announced. The new 
“X-60" has been approved by the major 
competition research labs — American Motorcycle 
Association, British Standard Institute and 

the U.S. Karting Association. AGV designers, 
after consultation with prominent helmet 
researchers and extensive tests in their own 
labs, developed a helmet that gives maximum 
protection without sacrificing comfort and 
appearance. The high-stressed, reinforced 
fiberglass outer shell of the “X-60" is lined with 
%” shock absorbing cork which is then 
covered with foam rubber. Lateral impact 
absorption and comfort are achieved by 

a leather-covered foam rubber size band along 
the sides. Adjustable, extra-strong webbing 
gives further impact absorption with the 
“X%-60" held securely in place by a double- 
strength leather harness. The helmet is cut 
away in back to keep it from digging into nape 
of neck, a snap in rear holds goggle 

strap in place. Catalog information on the 
AGV “Super Jet X-60" is available by writing 
Hap Jones Distributing Co., 2 Clinton Park, 
San Francisco, California 





Hot, new item to add power, punch and 
economy to the compact Corvair is offered by 
the Corvair specialists, Runyon, of Montrose, 
California, Tested in a recent R&C for a 
horsepower increase of over 20%, Runyon's 
headers were easily installed by even a 

tyro wrench-flinger. Either stock or glass-packed 
muffiers may be used. Made of heavy-gauge, 
steel, with smooth, even bends, Runyon's 
headers ore cadmium plated for greater life 
expectancy and appearance, are jig-built for 
accurate alignment. Price of $44.95 includes 
180° bends. Sold at better mufMfier shops, 

or order direct from Runyon, 

3537 Ocean View, Montrose, Californic. 





To give your engine that business-like 

look plus added beauty, Weiand Power ond 

Racing Equipment makes available a complete 
of finned valve covers for overhead 

valve engi Highly polished to a chrome-like 

deeply finned for rapid 





prices and 1961 Catalog illustrating the 
complete Weiand line of equipment to: 
Weiand Power & Racing Equipment, 
2733 San Fernando Rd., Dept. RC, 

los Angeles 65, California. 














» yet prod 27,000 rpm. 
Handies easily as a pencil. Speeds up precision 
polishing and grinding work. Available 

alone or with complete kit of polishing and 
grinding accessories. ideal for kart and 

q mini-bike engines and in customizing model 
cars. Price of No. 2 Moto-Tool, $19.95 

Moto-Tool pius accessories in steel case, $27.50, 
at most hobby, hordware and tool supply shops. 





Surprise your Mother when you hang MONSTER 
PICTURES by the far-out ...“MOUSEI” in your 
living-room. 19” x 25” hand printed on 

quolity paper and colored in by air brush in 
Mouse's own wild colors. Choice of several 
different designs. $1.00 each — 3 for $2.00. 
Suitable for framing. Send 50* for catalog. 
Mouse Studios, 9901-RC, Meyers Road, 

Detroit 27, Michigan. 


























This new forged aluminum high-compression 
defiector-type racing piston, designed by 

JE Engineering, has been added to the Grant 
Racing Pistons line, For all bore sizes 

from 3'¥i0” to 4%” in high compression 
engines, this new deflector piston is just now 
available. Custom-made to fit every piston 
need, each set is individually engineered 
to-one tenth of one compression ratio. 

List price $137.50 per set of 8. Send $25 
deposit, balance shipped C.O.D. Racing 
piston catalog 25¢. Dealer inquiry invited. 
Order from JE Engineering, 825 So. Date Ave., 
Alhambra 2, California. 





The Terado Sportsman is an electronic device 
for changing 12 volts DC car battery power 
to 110 volts AC electricity — just like at home. 
The Sportsman comes equipped with 

twenty feet of cord which plugs into the 
cigarette lighter and has an off and on switch 
at the unit, thereby enabling the user to 
operate remotely such 110 volt AC convenience 
appliances as radios, phonographs, lights, 
electric razors, smoli drill motors, dictation 
machines, small tape recorders and many 
other electrical devices which require no more 
wattage than the 52 watt capacity of the 
Sportsman. The Sportsman has a case of 
leatherette finish and measures only 

3" x 2%" 5%". This small, convenient 
power plant retails for only $29.95. 

Other converters with wattage capacities 
starting at 15 watts and having list prices from 
$12.95 are manufactured by the Terado 
Company, 1068 Raymond Avenue, 

St. Paul 8, Minn. 
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Send for your membership TODAY 


JOIN NOW! 


SPEED & SPORTS CLUS Dope. RC 
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CALIFORNIA SPEED 
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When You Change 
Your Address 


You won't want to miss your 
ROD & CUSTOM MAGAZINE 
when you move to your new 
home — so please tell us, well 
in advance, what your new ad- 
dress will be. “it isn't enough 
just to tell the post office, for 
they won't forward your copies 
unless you pay extra postage.”’ 
When you write us, be sure to 
give us your old address too — 
even better, enclose the ad- 
dress label from a recent issue. 
Write to ROD & CUSTOM 
MAGAZINE, 5959 Hollywood 
Bivd., Los Angeles 28, Calif. 











14/ROD & CUSTOM © AUGUST 1961 








Springer kits for Mini-Bikes are now available 
from the home of parts, Steen's. Now you 
can have the ride and handling you've been 
looking for. Avoid rigid bives. Front spring 
kit is $9.95; rears sell for $13.25. Special 
sale price commemorating second annual Tiny 
Bear Run... $21.50 COMPLETEIII Fits most 
production mini-bikes with little modification, 
ideal for Delta Design Min-A-Bike. Scale 
plans for building your own Min-A-Bike, $3.00 
STEEN'S, 939 West Valley, Alhambra, California. 








There is no better way to preserve the details 
of construction of your rod or custom 

or the events at the drags than by good 
pictures. To help you obtain the best pictures 
you can, Argus Cameras, Inc., offers 

several phototip booklets on special uses 

of your 35 mm camera. Among other titles, 
there are “Use of Close-up Lenses”, “Available 
Light Photography” and “Photography 
Through Binoculars and Telescopes". These 
booklets may be obtained free by writing 
Argus Cameras, Dept. HR, 3337 Book Bidg., 
Detroit, Michigan. 


Distinctive styling, easy handling and low, 
low cost are the prime attributes of the 
sensational new MOTO Skeeter. The suspension 
is alt in the large, 3-inch diameter frame. 
Wide, anti-splash fenders; sealed bearings that 
never lose grease and never need lubricating; 
aircraft-type disc spot brake; unit construction 
for elimination of ratties; fivid transmission 
which eliminates chatter and shifting; air ride 
tires and easy two-pedal contro! are super, 
plus features which make MOTO Skeeter 

the greatest buy you can moke, Brilliant red 
enamel paint, white upholstery, chrome and 
aluminum make it a stand-out. With four hp, 
4-cycle all-aluminum engine the price is 

just $249. Kart and Mini-Bike owners! — 

Buy your MOTO Skeeter less engine and use 
your 2-cycle for Skeetering — Only $179, 

less engine and clutch. See your dealer or order 
direct from MOTO Products, 15002 Oxnard St., 
Van Nuys, California (Prices are FOB Factory 

— add $10 for crating, shipping). 





A line of steel and aluminum alloy cycle and 
roadster fenders priced from $4.50 to $8.00, 
has been introduced by Hap Jones Distributing 
Co., San Francisco. The steel fenders, made 

in 4, 5, and 6-inch sizes, from heavy gouge 
steel, are painted at the factory with a glossy 
black primer coat. The alloy guards come in 

4 and 5-inch sizes. Both mokes ore 
manvfactured in front and rear types to fit 

all makes and models of machines. For catalog 
information write Hap Jones Distributing Co., 
2 Clinton Park, Sen Francisco, Californic. 














Patented and proved, the unit retails from 
$24.95 to $29.95. For additional information 
contact: POR-DEL, INC., P.O. Box 1566, 

Dept. 516, Escondido, California. 





points of tuning and upkeep which will allow 
every owner to keep his VW in its best form. 
A study of the avenues to performance will 
impart to any enthusiast new valves in under- 


and complete is rolled into one 224 page 
volume with over 200 graphic photos, line 
drawings and charts. Everything from mild 
tuning to way-out competition madifying is 
included. Timing, ignition, carburetion and 
suspension are comprehensively explained, along 
with assembly and disassembly steps. Data on 
the Porsche and new transporter engines 

are to be found in this most intelligently 
prepered volume by VW expert Hank Elfrink. 
MAKING THE VOLKSWAGEN GOI, in addition 
to being a must for the shop, will be an 
attractive addition to your avtomotive library 
with its gold-embossed, hard cover. The 
important new VW book may be obtained 
direct from the publisher by sending $5.00 to 
Post Publications, Box (RC-8), 125 South First 
Avenue, Arcadia, California. {...and even tho’ 
you may not own a humble tumble bug, 

this book will be prized by every rodder worthy 
of the nome... Ed.) 























Auto-crat belt, the company manufactures 
the Bodi-Gard safety belt with metal-to-metal 
buckle design, the Interceptor safety 

harness — primarily designed for emergency 
and titi hicle use — and the 





Babi-Gard, a safety belt for the protection of 
infants and children. For more information 
end prices, write Avto-crat Manufacturing Co., 
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Thrill to the smooth surging power-of a 
‘61 Triumph! Reach a new high in real 
motoring excitement, ‘cycling satisfaction! 


frame or chassis . . . two-wheel or four! 
See your Triumph dealer for FREE 
demonstration ride! 


GET FREE FULL-COLOR, FULL-LINE 1981 CATALOG 
Mail this Coupon to nearest address 








By Cinsee, cent FREE Yetl-coter, tell-tine 1961 Triempn om 

iy a 

a NAME — 3 ¥ 
STREET , 

~ CITY OR TOWN. STATE 5 
TELEPHONE Dept. RC a 
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EVERYDAY 


DEUCES 


a pair of '32s that refute the age of specialization 


photography by Pat Brollier 


eround schools, drive-ins, or just cruising down the street. 
Nowoedays, however, it is necessary to go to the glittering 
car shows and hunt amid the fuzzy upholstery and angel hair 
to are some roadster builders 
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art by Sharon Rotsch 


on the local boulevards. Both cars are basically stock ‘32 
Ford in appearance, but their styling is from two different 
periods. Murphy built his roadster with the idea in mind of 
making it reminiscent of the 1940 era. The paint is black 
lacquer and is set off nicely by bright orange wire wheels 
and orange grille. The body is virtually stock, with door 
handles, cowl lamps, radiator cap and trunk handle retained. 
Neal's roadster, originally built by Bill Woodard, has more 
of the 1960 flavor, with special golden-bronze paint, white 
running boards, filled body, chrome wheels and whitewolls. 

















ee ee re ee 
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EVERYDAY 


The late styling follows under the hood of 
Neal's rod where we find a '56 Chevy engine 
covered with chrome and polished oluminum. 
Mill runs 265 cubic inches, triple carbs with 
progressive linkage, Corvette ignition and 
Hedman headers. Vaive covers and intake mani- 


veals dropped and filled axle, tubular shocks, 
lowered headlight bar, filled and peaked 
shell. ‘32 front bumper has been raised to 
compensate for effect of dropped axie. All 
pieces and parts including nuts and bolts on 
the running gear have been chrome plated. 









DEUCES ........ 


Murphy effectively carried the theme of his 
styling into the engine compartment by in- 
stalling c flathead Merc. Murphy is known in 
the Southiand for his potent four-bangers, 

and ran a Cragar-equipped banger for a while 
in this roadster. Desiring mpre dependability, 
he installed the flathead, which is equipped 
with 346 bore, Howard M-8 cam, Lincoln 
Zephyr valve springs, 21 ib. flywheel, port and 
relieve job, Jahns racing pistons, 8 to 1 
Edelbrock heeds, Edelbrock triple manifold and 
Fenton cast iron headers. Sealed beam 
headlights and mildly chopped windshield are 
onty departures from stock in the front view. 
Model A front crossmember and dropped 

axle combine to lower front end to desired level. 
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By HENNING and CONRAD 


be OVA 
ROTH 


BROTHERS’ 


FLY 









ING 


MACHINES 
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T WAS NOT LONG 


event by the local news sheet, the Pumpkin Center Examiner. 
I had just started for the door, when... 
Ringgg ... Ringgg! This time it was the doorbell; so I 


This strange power to foretell the future held out and I 
was able to ascertain that the telegram was from Roth, be- 
cause it was from Los Angeles... collect... $22.50. I dug 
into my pocket mumbling that the price 
was outrageous; to which the boy re- 
plied that I ought to be grateful that it 
was on night rate. 

The message consisted of three long 
pages of rambling yak, the purpose of 
which I may never know. I was able to 
understand a small portion of it; from 
which I felt sure that I thought I knew 
what he was trying to say ... maybe. It 
seems that he wished me to meet him at 
the “pad” of a “batch of cool cats” called the Dumdumdiddie- 
wakwaks. Knowing my American history, I felt sure that he 
must have meant the “Reservation” of the Indian tribe by 
that name, which is located in the middle of the desert, near 
the Arizona town of Chicken Hawk. 

I couldn’t imagine what he was doing there; but, since I 
already had $22.50 invested, I was determined to find out. 
I packed hurriedly and jumped into the Roadster and was 
off for the reservation of the Dumdumdiddiewakwaks .. . the 
only tribe still at war with the United States. 

As I neared the entrance to the reservation, I spied the 
Bandit parked by the gate. Roth climbed out of the cockpit; 
one hand clutching the top of his trousers...to hold them 
up. “He seems thinner,” I thought to myself. 

“What kept you,” he wanted to know. 

“Why are we here at all,” I countered. 

“Didn’t you get my telegram?” Roth asked. 

“Of course I got your telegram. Why do you think I am 
here?” I replied. 

“Didn't you read it?” he wanted to know. 

“I tried, but I couldn’t make much out of it. Suppose you 
tell me what it said,” I requested. 

“Well,” he said, “I never was real hep to letter writing. 
And I was knocked out at finding I had a long lost twin-type 
brother, You know, a thing like that kind of thing kinda sets 
you back, like.” 

I was stunned. Another one like Roth...there just 
couldn't be! 

Before Roth had a chance to explain, the “twin-type” 
brother showed, Sure enough, he was the spitting image of 
Roth ...and “spit” he did; for he was gnawing the biggest 
wad of chewing tobacco I had ever seen, Roth introduced us, 
still tugging at his trousers top. I acknowledged the intro- 
duction and then excused myself for I had suddenly remem- 
bered an old pair of orange suspenders that I had in the 
trunk of the Roadster ...left over from the annual Weed- 
patch, California Centennial. Roth looked like he could use 
a pair. 

Roth was estatic over my small gift for he thought they 
looked “cool” with his blue slacks, pink shirt, brown tie, 
purple socks and tan shoes. After the excitement over the 
suspenders had died down, we all gathered in Roth’s brother’s 






a 














teepee to hear the story of how he had 
fallen out of the backend of the family 
truck when the Roths had come west in 
1922. It seems that Roth’s brother 


the 
post write to Roth in care of R&C. Ro 
produced the letter, which said: 
Dear Man in the picsure, 
I ain’t never writ nuthin’ by hand 


Roth but there the resemblance ended. 
I continued to be amazed as we trudged 
our way to the top of a nearby moun- 
tain, It seems that Roth’s brother had 
invented the invention to end all inven- 
tions, but he had been afraid to show it 
to anyone unti] Roth had seen it first. 
So, he had built it on top of this moun- 
tain away from all prying eyes. He 
wouldn’t even tell us anything except 
that it would make us all millionaires, 
and revolutionize modern travel. I 
couldn’t bring myself to believe that this 
Kooke had invented something better 
than the rocket or... 

My reveries were rudely interrupted 
by the sight that greeted our bewildered 
gaze at the top of the peak. I blinked 
a couple of times, but my mind still 
refused to believe what my eyes told me 
they saw. It was the most complete and 
utter disaster that you could imagine. 
It was a multi-wing job made from old 
“CARE” crates and it was warped al- 
most double from the escaping steam of 
the old locomotive engine he had tried 
to incorporate as a power plant for the 
thing. 

“Good grief, Roth!” I cried. “Your 
brother has re-invented the airplane!” 

“Good grief, good buddy!” Roth re- 
plied, “Like, how can we tell him?” 

Well, since Roth’s brother seemed to 
be the sensitive type, we never did get 
around to telling him. However, we did 
promise to scout around the local manu- 
facturers to see what kind of deal we 
could get for mass-producing the thing. 

As we were heading toward our re- 
spective cars, Roth suddenly turned to 
me and scratched his ear. “You know 
what, good buddy Joe,” he said. “I 
didn’t even make the scene until 1927. 
How could this cat be my twin-type 
brother?” 


what the other one had said. Suddenly, 
there before my eyes was another hunk 
of the famous Roth “plaster”... all 4,500 
pounds of it. 

“Roth, old pal,” I said enthusiastic- 
ally, “what is it?” 

“This,” he replied, “is the other Roth 
brother’s flying machine. Ha, Ha, Like, 
that was a little humor there, good 


“Yeah, very little,” « strange voice 
said from the shadows. “And just where 


continued en p. 46 
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lle is again held in position and the 


pan is morked for mounting holes. if core make it solid for center punching. Use Y-inch 
A %-inch, high-speed drill bit is taken in marking, time will be saved loter. drill again, taking care not to mor the paint. 


Have a friend hold wooden block under pan to 


grille halves and locate position When all holes hove been drilled, install 
for new mounting holes in center brace for grille and parking lights. Check for proper 
grille. Do the same for the opposite ends. alignment until everything is perfect. 
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it has been said that a lot of fellows will 
“go a long ways” to accomplish their desires 
for a custom automobile. Ray Scherer, from 
Joliet, Ulinois literally did so when he de 
cided to take his ‘58 Chevy Impala convertible 
to Barris Kustom Shop in Lynwood, California. 
Once on the West Coast, all the miscellane- 
ous trim was removed, including the door 
handles. One-of-a-kind taillights were made up 
of 1960 Chrysler lenses with special housings 
made with sheet metal and round rod. Scoops 
in side panels were opened up and accentuated. 
One inch exhaust tubing was used to create the 
lip around grille opening. ‘60 Olds grille was 
instalied with stock parking lights (see how- 
to-do-it}), Interior of white Novgahyde pleats 
and rolis was stitched by Ed Martinez. Paint 
is a Barris specialty called “Translucent Wild 
Cherry”, applied over coarse gold underbase. 


After removal of stock grille components, 
cavity is measured to locate center point 
alignment of Olds grille is checked for 














photos by George Barris 

















illustrations by eugene t. daniel 


It is doubted if the popularity enjoyed by 
the 1940 Ford coupe will ever be exceeded 
by another el. From the moment it 
first appeared in the showrooms up until 
the present moment its pleasing lines 

have made it the most sought-after coupe 
ever made, well ahead of those other 
popular members of the same family, the 
°82 5-window and ’34 and ’36 3-windows. 
In tribute to its lasting styling, we chose 
not to abort the overall theme of the 

jewel, but rather to enhance the basic 
lines so thoughtfully contrived over twenty 
years ago. For those that may prefer to 
stray further afield, the sketches above 
provide some enlightenment into possible 
themes. The nose view of the gem at the 
right shows retention of grille sidepieces, 
for emphasis. Stock center 

opening has been blanked off and peaked 
at center to conform to peak on hood which 
replaces chrome molding. Stock headlight 
doors were removed and fender reworked 
to carry out form, then recesses were 
cut as on grille to set in single Lucas 

lenses and ’47 Ford parking lights. Small 
nerfs are seen for limited protection. 
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FOREVER FORTY 


Simplicity is again the keynote at the rear of the coupe, 
with a blanked-in deck lid flanked by Corvette lenses 
fo the form of the slightly peaked rear fenders. 
reversed center rims of 15” diameter with 
baldy caps mount white-sided slicks at the rear and 
somewhat smaller skins up front for a mild rake. Door 
handles have gone the way of all trash and stock side 
a is gone in favor of hand re-formed '48 Ford 
trims. Big dumps hanging beneath the rear axle indicate 
that all is not stock beneath the hood. Rightyouare! 
Therein lies a ’61 Ford 390 High Performance with the 
triple carb set-up, coupled to a four-speed box with 
floor lever. Seats are bone-colored N de with 
cushions set in Bonneville frames. Ori dash has 
“ee instrument cluster with added S-W in 
pala bezels. ’55 T’Bird wheel has flat center hub. 
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Author Bob Hoshiko of Colgan's Auto Upholstery 
Shop in Burbank, California, prepares T'bird 
dash by removing all knobs and trim, radio... 


.+- and transfer to backside of sheet of Clad-On, ...to differentiate from actval wood veneers, 


... to assure cut is accurate and no gaps exist. 
on adhesive-backed vinyl plastic product with this product of the Masland Duraleather Co. of 
Philadelphia is most inexpensive. Check fit... 


Razor blade is used along steel square to get 


@ frontal finish like oiled wainvt. Difficult... cleanest edge. Infra red lamp is used to heat... 


2 - 


... materials at location of bends, hiding raw Door panel trim is removed and brown wrapping 
edges from sight. Trim excess material from paper is placed over it. Draw pattern with 


Transfer pattern to back of Clad-On, making 
overlapping edge with sharp, single edge blade. pencil along trim edge, then cut out on line. 


certain that wood grain is parallel to upper 
edge of trim, thus lining up with dash grain. 


Cut around pattern, trimming as close to lines 
as possible. Neatness makes difference between 
good or poor job. Peel off backing and... 
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... Stick to aluminum trim. Cut out holes for 
door handles, window cranks or button controls, 
being sure no gaps will occur. Trim dash... 


.-. panels for radio, emblems, control knobs, 
etc., and reinstall, Finished product is rich in 
appearance, contrasts nicely with surroundings. 





=... IAS DEP 
REATMENT 


this owner chose the 


One definition of the word “tasteful” is, “displaying what i 
beautiful or harmonious..." In the case of the ‘56 Chevy 
belonging to Frank Mecchi of Daly City, California, 


the rear fender. At the rear, 
lights frenched in place of 

and “Plumb Loco” lacquer pain 
Nougahyde, mildly pleated, covers 
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The color pink is seldom thought 
of as representative of things such 
as brute horsepower and terrific 
speed, but anyone who is familiar 
with the Pink Dragon has had to 
revamp his ideas about pink. Built 
by Ed ‘Pink, of Los Angeles, the 
A/Puel dragster has turned a top 
time of 188 mph and a low elapsed 
time of 8.52 seconds. The heart of 
these accomplishments is a ‘57 
Chrysler with a 4” bore and 3.9” 
stroke, giving it 392 cubic inches. 
The vaive train consists of an Isken- 
derian 5-cycle cam; Isky lifters, 
push rods and dual valve springs. 
Valves and rocker arms are stock, 
but ports are enlarged and pol- 
ished. Chrysler 300 heads hove 
combustion chambers polished and 
give 8 to 1 compression. Pistons 
are Forgetrue with Perfect Circle 
rings. Edelbrock manifold mounts 
the 6-71 GMC blower, which in turn 
mounts Hilborn injectors. A Schiefer 
11” double disk clutch takes power 
from a special 50 ib. flywheel. The 
ignition fire is provided by a Ver- 
tex magneto. When all of these 
details are cranked on together, 
the horsepower needle shows 750. 
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photography by lou schorch 
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White doing this, 
the top. 
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This is a waste of everyone's time... 

I'm not turning, dad! trouble with it and 
. | the't you set bem 

Straight, se we... 
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by Roger Huntington, ASAE 


WAPPING A LATE big-inch V-8 engine into an earlier 

lightweight chassis and body combination has been one of 
our most potent hop-up tricks for the last ten years, So if 
it will work on four wheels, why won’t it work on two? How 
about a V-8 engine in a motorcycle ? ? 

E. J. Potter, hot - rodder - to-end -all-hot-rodders from 
Ithaca, Michigan, first had the wild dream about 18 months 
ago. He had long been a bike fan; but he wanted to put 
something together on two wheels, with a minimum budget, 
that would be capable of speeds in the 120-140 mph range. 
What could be simpler and cheaper than a near-stock auto- 
motive V-8 engine mounted crosswise in an old motorcycle 
frame, driving through a modified motorcycle clutch and 
chain system (without transmission) to the rear wheel? It 
might work. E. J. decided to try it. 

The result so far is a top speed of 130 mph and a best 
e.t. of 10.63 secs.— on a total investment of well under $1,000. 
I’d say E. J. Potter has achieved the goal. Here’s how he 
did it... 

The bike frame or “chassis” is a nearly-standard 1946 
Harley-Davidson Mode] 74 motorcycle. The front end is 
virtually unchanged, The engine wasn’t hard to decide on. 
When the bike was designed the little Chevrolet V-8 (283 
cu, in.) was by far the smallest and lightest mill available 
of the type needed, so a 1958 model was procured without 
delay. (Since then the small Buick-Olds aluminum V-8 has 
come out, which might be a better combination on a future 
design.) It was a simple job to fabricate brackets to mount 
the Chev in the standard frame on motor mounts. 

But there were as many clearance problems as when you 
try to swap a big V-8 in a small car, The top frame bar 
came right where the carburetor was — so E. J. had to fabri- 
cate his own manifold to mount 2-throat carbs on each side 
of the bar, The front frame bars interfered with the front 
exhaust manifold. A fabricated manifold was necessary here 
as well. Also the rear exhaust was fabricated for clearance. 
But those were the major clearance problems. And there 
wasn’t much more to the engine installation. The water 
pump was removed, the head outlets plugged, and block in- 
lets connected with a hose. A motorcycle cable-type throttle 
control was rigged to operate the deuces. A light 12-volt 
battery was placed behind the engine for the stock coil igni- 
tion. The engine is started by plugging a 12-volt aircraft 
starter into a special splined fitting on the front of the crank, 
with a frame around the starter to résist starting torque. 

The drive is simpler yet. A sprocket on the rear end of 
the crank (left side of the bike) drives back to a stock 


“quick in the quarter" defines this... 


Harley-Davidson plate clutch—and from here back to a 
special] large sprocket that is welded to the stock Harley 
rear brake drum, E. J. has rigged hydraulic actuation for 
the clutch, from a light Austin master cylinder operated by 
a foot pedal on the right to a small] slave cylinder mounted 
inside the clutch housing. Very neat, and works fine. In case 
you wonder how the small Harley clutch can handle the 
torque of the big Chev engine, just keep in mind that the 
maximum torque transmitted through the clutch is limited 
by the traction of the rear tire. With the weight and weight 
distribution we have here there’s not a lot to worry about! 

The performance of this weird machine has evolved along 
with mechanical refinements. E. J.’s first run last summer 
netted 80 mph and an e.t. of 19 seconds, using a very crude 
centrifugal clutch that slipped plenty. But E. J. said it felt 
like 180 mph... and he admits that was the only run he was 
ever really satisfied with! The original centrifuga] clutch 
was an attempt to control wheelspin. When he went to the 
present Harley clutch the speeds went up around 112 mph 
and e.t.’s to the 12-13 second range. An Offenhauser 4-6 carb 
manifold; Duntov cam and Mallory ignition netted 126 mph. 
A Pounden magneto (eliminating the battery) and Isky high- 
rev cam gave the top 130 mph and 10.68 recorded so far. 

The bike still has potential. All this time E. J. has been 
using an overall sprocket “gear ratio” of 2.98-to-1 with the 
6.00/16 rear tire in an attempt to control wheelspin and get 
better bite off the line. But this means the engine is only 
turning 4600 rpm at the finish line —’way below the peak of 
the power curve. Even then there’s not enough traction to 
use all the horsepower the engine can put out below 4600. 
Dry weight of the bike is 675 lbs., and 815 with E. J. aboard. 
To hit 180 mph on the drag strip with this total weight 
would: require about 160-165 hp at the clutch. This is ‘way 
below the potential of the engine. Or we can look at it an- 
other way: With rider on the bike the weight distribution 
on the rear wheel is about 55%, or 450 Ibs. If we allow for 
front-to-rear weight transfer under acceleration, and allow- 
ing for the traction coefficient of a standard passenger car 
tire, it is obvious that the tire could not transmit more than 
175 hp or so to the pavement at 130 mph. : 

So E. J. has got problems when it comes to converting 
the beautiful weight/hp ratio of this machine into speed and 
e.t. on the strip. But he’s trying. For this season he’s pre- 
paring an improved centrifugal clutch, 3.60-to-1 sprocket 
ratio, alky fuel, and he’s.going to see what he can do about 
fitting a narrow slick tire in the cramped quarters of the 
frame. Good luck, E.J.!! © 
































| te WAS A REAL DRAG, I tell you. 

Here I am, Leroy Jinkle, nineteen years old and devoted 
to hot rods and custom cars—and the whole world was 
against me just because I loved rods and customs more than 
anything else besides my parents, my rotten little kid 
brother, Jethro, and that real great little brunette who 
smiles at me in the cafeteria every day. 

You’d think I was some kind of car-nut or something, 
the way they treat me. 

Take my father for instance. 

“Leroy,” he snapped, “you’ve got to ask your friends to 
find some other place to park their cars while they’re repair- 
ing them! Just look at our driveway! I count eight cars, 
in various stages of repair, out there. What do you make it?” 

I looked out the window and counted silently. y 

“Eleven, if you count the three in our garage,” I stated. 

“That’s just it!” he bellowed, “I haven’t been able to 
park my car anywhere but across the street for over a year! 
Why can’t these friends of yours put their cars in their 
own yards — particularly when they plan to tear them apart 
and leave them laying around in pieces for weeks at a time?” 

“Well, they would — only, you see, their yards are already 
filled up with other guys’ iron. Like the Arcadia Bombers 
are using Panky Wilson’s frontyard and the Sunset Beach 
Faster Blasters are using his backyard and —” 

nen «gt Wilson is using our yard!” yelled my father. 

I nod 

“Can’t they put these alleged cars in a regular parking 
lot?” 

I turned pale. 

“That costs bread, man,” I whispered hoarsely. 

He finally let me off the hook and terminated the whole 
rank conversation, but I didn’t feel any better about it. It’s 
a creepy feeling to see a grown man like your own father 
stumbling blindly into his room, crying. 

Then, there is this guy who | I have for a history teacher, 
Mister Kincaid. I happen to know he hates cars because I 
heard him admit it in public. 

“There would be a lot less trouble in this world if the 
wheel had never been invented,” he said, one morning, as 
calmly as anything. 

I pegged him for some kind of a walking-nut or some- 
thing, right then and there. And anybody who’s got a big 
hate for wheels is no buddy of mine, believe me, 

Finally, as if I didn’t have enough grief already — the 
really big trouble walked into my life. I mean, like trouble 
with a mean edge and rumbling around loose — the kind of 
trouble you can’t do anything about. The kind that makes a 
guy realize how helpless humanity really is, you know? 

My favorite car magazine, Rod & Custom, all of a sudden 
gets huge-like. 

I mean, man, its new size was too much. 

Always before, I could keep it safely out of sight in my 
jacket-pocket where none of the car haters in my life could 
see it and, maybe, take it away from me and burn it with 








Con in Town 


By CARL KOHLER (Author of: “How To Kilowatt With Your Bare Hands, 


Using No Special Tools’’) 





all the other important books that helped build our nation 
and all that jazz. 

One issue, R & C was its usual, comfy little size: the 
next issue, it’s suddenly blown up to like king-size, When I 
spotted it on the newsstand, I think I knew how that cat 
Napoleon Bonaparte must’ve felt when he lost the rumble 
and knew he was gonna get sent to Islandsville for keeps. 
You know... defeat. That’s it. I was defeated but entirely. 

Naturally, I beefed about this rotten turn of events to 
my best buddy, Panky Wilson. 

“So what else is new?” he mumbled between mouthfuls 
of chili and beans in the Brody Inn Cafe where a bunch of 
us meet after school. 

“Man, get that wax cleaned out of your ears,” I moaned. 
“I said R & C has gone like huge! You can’t keep it inside 
your pockets anymore unless you don’t mind rolling it or 
folding it which ruins — absolutely louses up — all those real 
great photos of nifty rods and custom cars!” 

Panky chewed silently for a moment, 

“Why not carry it around in a newspaper or a book 
some kind. Yeah/ That way you could even study it in class! 
Boy, why didn’t I think of this before!” 

“It’s an idea,” I said cautiously, 

“Sure!” prattled Panky confidently. “You just wrap old 
R & C in a clean newspaper and nobody’s the wiser! And to 
think I could’ve been having a ball, laughing it up over them 
tremendous Jolley cartoons all this time when I’ve been sit- 
ting through that miserable third period, listening to Miss 
Reeble bore us about math! Man, I’m gonna start living for 
a change!” 

“Man, you got company!” I declared, 

When I got home, my personal copy of R & C was waiting 
for me on the hall table. Quickly, I grabbed it, carried it 
protectively out to the garage and wrapped a newspaper 
around it, 

The next morning, I shagged into Mister Kincaid’s class, 


containing my copy of R & C under my arm. 

The bubble exploded exactly five minutes later. It_ was 
awful. 

“Studying current events, Jinkle?” crooned Mister Kin- 
caid, sneaking up on me after he’d assigned everybody a 
couple of million dull pages of history to memorize by heart 
within twenty minutes. “I see you have a daily paper on 
your desk. Very commendable, indeed! Current events are 
a part of every historical era and —” 

He stopped like somebody had jammed their fist into his 
throat. Swiftly, I’d closed the newspaper when I first heard 
him sound off at me. Now, the R & C was safely hidden in- 
side it, leaving only headlines and the standard frontpage 
to be seen flat on my desk. 

“What’s going on, Jinkle?” he snarled, 

“On, sir?” 

“Why are you interested in a paper dated August 25, 19597” 
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THE JUCIEST CAR IN TOWN 


continued ° 


I glanced at the newspaper’s date for the first time. I 
sank lower into my seat. Why hadn’t I checked the date 
when I grabbed the paper out of that old stack in the garage? 

Without warning, Mister Kincaid snatched up the 
paper and shook it. Out fell my copy C. He 
it up and studied it coldly for a long time. 

“There’s a real great article 


books a guy might safely carry from class to class without 
arousing anybody’s attention. I figured if the book in which 


os 


would ever dream he was lugging it around for any purpose 
other than reading it. 

I didn’t want to get this crafty: I been forced to it by 
an unfriendly world. And if it comes to making a choice 
between playing it straight with this car-hating world and 
rods and customs — it’s no contest, I’ll just have to find me 
another work. 

Finally, I found the book I’d been looking for. A 
Elementary Electronics, It looked just 
and out, for a guy to have the ri 

R 


class without once getting so much 
I’ve got it made, I thought, made! 
That’s what J thought. 
Whenever I’d been reading the R & C inside the 
tronics book and I’d hear somebody coming up alongside of 


cuitry and all that malarky. : 

Only trouble was, I had to keep flipping those pages over 
so often, and pretend I was reading so often — after awhile 
I started getting a little confused, 

I'd start out reading a keen article on modifying a '55 
Ford sedan and, hearing somebody coming, I’d flip the 
of the larger book until I was pretending to study Ohm’s 
law. Pretty soon, I knew Ohm’s law by heart, It wasn’t 
long until I didn’t mind having to flip pages and switch from, 
like, an article about rebuilding a rear-deck to an article in 
the electronics book concerning installing radio/controlled 
escapements. 

Worse, my increasing confusion didn’t end in classrooms. 

I took it home with me and it began showing up in the work 
I was doing on my custom ’564 Chevy coupe. 
’ T’d catch myself thinking about line-load ratios when I 
should have been thinking about how I was going to modify 
the instrument panel in the kemp. Instead of doodling new 
ideas for restyling my car’s hood area, I’d suddenly come-to 
and realize I’d drawn an entire wiring-diagram in my con- 
fused daze. 

I even tried placing the copy of R & C in various places 
throughout the electronics book, but this only helped me 
read through the copy of Elementary Electronics that much 
faster. : 

Things went from chaos to worse until the terrible after- 
noon when Panky Wilson walked into my garage to find me 
just finishing the latest addition for my car. 

“What the heck is that thing?” demanded Panky, point- 
ing to the gadget I held. 

“W-Why...ah...er...it’s a kind of a deal you need 
to boost the juice,” I explained hesitantly. “Anyway, I think 
it is.” 

“What are you — some kind of an electronics-nut or some- 
thing?” said Panky. 























































ing it with —” 
I stopped to consult Elementary Electronics. 
“oh, yeh... here it is...a simplified 


ee 
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Close-up photo of Monogram Long John slingshot dragster shows guide pin and sliding pickup contacts for electric motor which drives the 
see them go 


HE MOST CURRENT phase of hot 
rodding is drag racing, with its ever 
changing rules and speeds. Now comes 
the latest in drag racing; miniature 


The hobby is not entirely new, with a 
seale strip operating over three years 
ago, What is new are the changing 
rules, speeds and designs. Auto Hobbies, 
a shop in Montrose, California dealing 
exclusively in model car products with 
emphasis on electric racing, has ad- 
vanced miniature drag racing tremen- 
dously in the past year. Dual lane drag 
strips, custom transformers, special 
motors, pickups, motor pans, gum slicks, 
wide base aluminum wheels and many 
more accessories are now available. For 
what these have done, let’s take a peek 
into minature drag racing today. 

Auto Hobbies in conjunction with 
O. V. Riley, owner of Chrondek Timing 
Equipment Co. ran some interesting 
tests. A sth scale drag strip was set 
up with both e.t. and trap speed timers 
wired into the same scale. To get the 
cars stopped a reverse charge of 26 
volts was thrown into the shutoff area 
to act as brakes. The forward motion 
for the scale % mile drags was supplied 
by a 36 volt transformer charge with 
both lanes wired into a single switch. 
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The timers were started and stopped by 
the cars tripping phosphorus bronze 
connectors built into the track and 
wired to the timers. The scale quarter 
was 52’9.6” to equal a true quarter 
mile. The traps were split equally to 
each side as are real strips, and this 
left some 18-plus feet to get shut off. 
We expected to reach scale speeds of 
850 mph and e.t. times of 3-plus seconds 
at best. With 26 volts reverse to stop 
we felt this would be more than ade- 
quate. Now let’s see what happened: 

The slowest cars were getting elapsed 
times of not over 3% seconds and no 
slower traps than 640 scale mph. What 
about the faster cars??? The pull of 
gravity being 32.6 ft. per second per 
second, in 2 seconds a car would have 
to cover 64 ft. from a standing start to 
equal gravity. Our scale quarter meas- 
urement was 52’9.6”. Two cars came 
close to this with run averages of 1.880 
and 1.961 seconds; these times being 
averages of their 4 best runs. The single 
run record was 1.823. To pull gravity 
at the 52’ 9.6” point you would have to 
beat 1.800 seconds. 

From this series of runs the fastest 
time turned was a scale speed 975 mph!! 
This was a 2:1 geared car, very light in 

«weight, with sliding pickups. It was felt 


this car was becoming airborne but the 
idea was discounted due to the fact the 
guide pin controls the direction. How- 
ever, the car must have been lifting the 
pin, which is %,” long, nearly out of 
the slot. The airborne theory was borne 
out when on a very fast run the car flew 
off the strip and was damaged beyond 
repair for the balance of the show. The 
second fastest car was geared 4 to 1 
running doped tires and coming off the 
line like a bullet, There were many cars 
in the 2%o to 2%o bracket. 

Now, a quick look at the shutoff area. 
The fast cars were going through it like 
we had no reverse power at all. We 
were letting them slide off the end and 
roll themselves up in a large cloth, but 
a few managed to get away even at this. 
One was demolished, with two others 
beside the airborne job sidelined for the 
time. 

Later, at the Los Angeles County Fair 
Grounds, during the Winter-Nationals, 
in a car show at Auto Hobbies Drag 
Strip, wild drags were taking place. 
The space was not adequate to set up 
the timers as the trap was the end of 
the shutoff area in this case. However 
one dual motor, home-brewed car there 
badly outshined other known fast cars 
so we will have to get this one on the 























the other into a single rear axle. 

At Auto Hobbies shop test drag strip 
the Chrondeks were wired in at the 16’ 
mark, To cover this in 1 second from a 
standing start would be equaling grav- 
ity. We are certain the above mentioned 


turned 1.083, 1.114 and 1.126 to men- 
tion times for three cars’ best times. 
We will try to stay away from the fig- 
ures in the future unless we come up 
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Bottom view of the Monogram Long John dragster shows brass pan made by Auto Hobbies. Motor Built 
i at 4 to 1. Combinations of motors and cors are as numerous as in full scale races. pop-out 
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with an outstanding one. However, we 
felt you should be acquainted with what 
the cars can do. 


For further information on drag racing 
in miniature contact Auto Hobbies, 
P.O. Box 5, La Crescenta, California. 
If you would like to see a series on this 
in Rod & Custom drop a card to us at 
5959 Hollywood Blwd., Hollywood 28, 
California. @ 


Be cast : 
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in this cotton'’-pickin’ blue-eyed world 
have you two no-goodniks been? Don’t 
you bums realize I have a magazine to 
get out? Every lousy, second-rate mag 
in the country will have my exclusive 
before I do. And, furthermore... 

“Like, hi, good buddy, boss,” Roth 
squeeled with delight, “We're like glad 
to see you. I was just about to clue 
Henning in on the bit.” 

“What "bit’?” I wanted to know. 

“What bit?” Mr. Wineland bellowed. 
“Do you mean to say that you two meat- 
headed idiots have been half way across 
the country together and you haven't 
even discussed the article yet?” 

“What article?” I wanted to know. 

“What article? What article?” he 
yelled. “What have I gotten myself into 
with you two yokels? You had better 
find out what article, and fast, I'll give 
you just 24 hours to get it on my desk, 
or you’re both through. Through, do you 
hear me?” With that, our lovable boss 
headed for the door mumbling some- 
thing we probably wouldn’t have wanted 
to hear anyhow. 

“Thanks a lot, boss, sir,” Roth called 
after the disappearing figure “you're 
like, a real human being.” (Thanks... 
Ed.) 

“Roth,” I pleaded, “what article?” 

“Well, you see, it’s like this way...” 
Roth broke the news to me that I was 
supposed to do an article on the new 
project for R&C because they were 
sponsoring the car (well, it is really an 
air, water and land car). It was to be 
called “ROTAR”. 

He started to tell me that I was to 
design a nameplate for “ROTAR”; but, 
before he could continue, who should 
pop through the door ready for work 
in his ragged and soiled white tie and 
tails, but our old pal, “Dirty Doug”. I 
started to ask what had happened to 
bring him back, but I was interrupted 
by the phone ringing. Roth was busy 
showing “Dirty” where he wanted him 
to start sanding; so he asked me to 
answer it for him. 

“Roth’s Wierd Sweat Shirts and 
Things,” I announced into the mouth- 
Piece. 

There was a roar which I recognized 
as our beloved boss, Mr. Wineland. “I’m 
back here at the office, Henning; and 
I have given your 24 hour deadline some 
thought.” He paused, “I have decided 
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not to put you on a 24 hour deadline 
after all. You had better have that 
article in here on my desk by five o’clock 
this afternoon, or else!” He paused only 
for breath. “I’m sick and tired of you 
never having anything in here on time. 
And furthermore, you had better make 
it factual, because my readers aren’t 
interested in anymore of your ‘Hokum’.” 
The click of the receiver ended our con- 
versation. 

I went back to where Roth and “Dirty” 
were working and got Roth to tell me 
a little more about the car; like the fact 
that the engines were being engineered 
and developed in the shops of Bell Auto 
Parts (manufacturers of the Bell ‘500’ 
helmet); that the “ROTAR” machine 
will fly, drive and float in the water; 
when the engines hit 2000 rpm (500 
more than flying), the wheels retract 
automatically and, that he is using 
Western Fiberous Products fiberglass 
because of it’s superior impact strength. 
He also told me that he has a new 50¢ 
catalog of wierdo shirts, which has 
nothing whatever to do with this article. 

I also learned that the vehicle was 
being especially built for it’s first show- 
ing at the Annual Mickey Thompson 
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(Happy Birthday Everyone!! .. . Ed.) 


Speed-O-Rama at the Shrine in Decem- 
ber. I asked what were his plans for the 
car after it’s first showing and he told 
me that he was working on a thing with 
the World’s Fair in Seattle for 1962, in 
which he would represent ‘the United 
States. This brought out the paint 
scheme I was to design. Naturally, un- 
der the circumstances, it was to be red, 
white and blue, with stars! I couldn't 
even begin to imagine Mr. Wineland 
wanting me to do stars...He always 
yells at me for that. 

I was suddenty so overwhelmed with 
patriotism for my country, Rod & Cus- 
tom magazine and my old pal Roth that 
ee oe ee 
started on the article...to say 
of the fact that I now had only seven 
hours until my deadline. 

Be sure to read next month’s R&C to 
find out what happens when a Russian 
spy tries to get Roth to sell out his plans 
for “ROTAR” to “the other side”... © 
































Dear Les: 


I’m putting a 1957 T-Bird engine in 
my 1951 Merc. Do you have any infor- 
mation on installing this engine? I 
would like to know if I will have to use 
swinging pedals or can I use my floor- 
board pedals, and I would like to have 
all the information I can get. 

Dick Loff 

I think if you will look, Dick, by 
taking off the existing bellhousing and 
using a ’57 Ford standard ns bell- 
housing along with the ’57 Ford engine 
you will have a bolt-on setup. Use a '57 
stock clutch and retain the ’51 Mercury 
disc. Your floor pedals will also be okay. 
Now the only problems you really have 
are fabrication of front motor mounts, 
a radiator modification and exhaust 
hookups. C & T Automotive has uni- 
versal engine mounts which can be 
purchased on request; the radiator can 
be modified at any radiator shop and a 
good muffler shop can be called on to 
make a neat job out of the exhaust 
system. Due to the different actuation 
of the throw-out bearing arm of the 
57 Ford you will have to fabricate 
some kind of bell crank setup, but this 
should not be an insurmountable prob- 


lem, so go to it. 


Dear Les: 


I have a ’29 Ford Model A pick-up 
truck and would like to know how much 
trouble I would have in trying to install 
a ’47 Ford flathead V8 engine; also 
could you recommend a good transmis- 
sion and rear end to use? Thanks for 
your trouble. 

G. Amistadi Dover, Ohio 

The '47 Ford engine will go in okay 
— that is, after the normal ameunt of 
fabrication of motor mounts and radi- 
ator modification. Incidentally, if you 
retain your present radiator, it should 
be thoroughly cleaned and recored with 
a thicker core, otherwise it’s overheat 
time! Now for the transmission, use a 


"39 floor shift model and you'll be al- 
right. Install a 1932 trans crossmember 
or a fabricated one that will bolt up to 
the ’39 trans. The universal joint and 
flange will fit the ’39 trans bolt-for-bolt ; 
also the present rear end will be okay 
providing it’s in good shape. Gol 







fiypwheel and clutch can be used, as well 
as their stick shift linkage setup on the 
clutch pedal. The disc will have to be 
one that fits the trans spline. I would 
suggest above all a Chevy 4-speed. If 
this is too much money, how about a 
1958 Plymouth trans with one of the 
many good floor shift conversions avail- 
able. This would be the least expensive 
swap of any. 


Dear Les: 


I have a chance to buy a ’38 Plymouth 
4-door sedan. Right now it has a °48 
Dodge “6” engine with stock transmis- 
sion and rear end. Would a ’53 to ’54 
Chrysler “6” fit in without too much 
modification? If not, what would? If 
this engine is not practical, would a 
Dodge or Fargo truck engine be better? 
This car is lowered by de-arched springs 
and I wondered if there is any way I 
can improve the ride and still keep ‘the 
car as low as it is now? Funds are lim- 
ited here so please don’t suggest any- 
thing difficult; I won’t be dragging the 
car anyway. 

Jim Winter Langley, B.C., Canada 


Any of the late six cylinder engines 
will bolt right in — that is, up to the 
new slant 6’s—so you can just about 
take your pick, Jim. 

The only way the ride can be im- 
proved is to make it a little stiffer so 
the car doesn’t bottom out, I think this 
can be remedied by using a semi-compe- 
tition shock, such as Cure Ride or Trac- 
tion Master. Otherwise you can do noth- 
ing but replace the springs. 


Dear Les: 

I am thinking of buying a standard 
shift 1949 Mercury and dropping a late- 
model Oldsmobile engine in it. Is the 
Merc too heavy to win at the drags? 
What transmission should I use? Is a 
B&M Hydro-Stick faster in accelera- 
tion and top speed than a standard? Is 









doesn’t mean too much 
the bottom of your 
remedied by either adding a little weight 
or chopping some off somewhere, 

The trans that is in 
it’s in good shape, will 


carburetor manifold and I know of 
one who makes this type of linkage. 


Dear Les: 

I recently purchased a 1984 Chevy 
Master in good condition, I would like 
to put a functional engine into it, I am 
not really interested in dragging, only 


I am just starting rodding and there- 
fore would like to find the 
possible. My f. 


You don’t say if functional means a 
late V8 or not, but in any event, if you 
mean V8, I know of only one which 
would go in without too much chopping 
and that’s the 283 cu. in. ’55 thru ’61 
Chevy. But this would mean a possible 
trans and rear end change and might 
be a bigger job than you want to get 
into! Why not use a '59-’61 6 cylinder 


work and effort. You could retain your 
present trans and rear end and have a 
fine performer on top of it, 


Dear Les: 


I have a 53 Stude Champion in which 
I am thinking about installing a ’57 283 
cu, in, Chevy V8. Would my transmis- 
sion (o.d.) and rear end hold this engine 
or should I install Chevy parts all the 
way back? Also, what other problems 
would I run into with motor mounts, 
linkage, etc.? 
Bob Tanley College Station, Texas 


It depends on how much abuse you 
will give this little car when you once 
get the Chevy mill in it, Bob. If it’s 
drag race all the time and stop-light- 
itis, the trans and rear end won't hack 
it. Then, on the other hand, if you race 
at the strip and technique is used when 
driving; or if the car is used for street 
only, the trane and rear end will be 


okay. 
The usual problems exist as with all 


tisers in R&C. I know of no big prob- 
lems, but you'll have many small ones. 
Take them as they come and you'll be 
alright. This swap makes a fine little 
car. 
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of Smogburg 


By NELSON DEWEY 


N KEEPING WITH the magazine 

policy of giving credit where credit 
is due, we present another report on 
the world’s most outstanding car club: 
The Squirrels of Smogburg. From time 
to time we will report on this club and 
its activities so that the public might 
be adequately forewarned. 

The machine below, owned by Rick 
Weird, is a dragster. (It is? — Ed.) For 
those familiar with the run-of-the-mill 
slingshot dragsters, this will seem a 
radical departure, but there are reasons 
for the thing. Powered by a 600 cubic 
inch Chrysler engine running a GMC 
9-71 blower and the world’s only up- 
draft fuel injection, the car was built 
entirely with traction in mind. Since 


the engine, transmission, and driver 
(weighing 400 Ibs.) are centered over 
the rear wheels, the entire weight of 
the car goes for traction. 

Steering is accomplished by turning 
the air-intake under the fuel injector. 
The suction pulls the car left or right. 

When Rick desires to stop, he merely 
pushes the lever (shown) forward, This 
action moves the entire engine assembly 
forward, causing the front wheels to 
contact the ground. Since they do not 
rotate, they act as effective brakes. 

To date, the car has not been timed, 
since whenever Rick has tried to race, 
he has been chased off the strip for 
leaving 6-inch deep footprints in the 
asphalt. @ 
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Latest in Engine Carburetion . Your Engine’s Electrical 
On Higher © « Fuel . 

More Power . Choosing The Right . 
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plus a thorough alphabetical index & special glossary 
Write today, enctesing $5.95 for THE COMPLETE 
(Postpaid) to PETERSEN PUBLISHING CO. sese 

























BARGAIN BOX requirements: $2 for 
each ad or $3.50 for ad with picture 
must each insertion. Length 
will be limited to 35 words, including 
name and address. No commercial ads 
accepted R&C reserves the right to edit 
or reject any ad and is not responsible 
for accuracy of description. Normal 
delay in publication will take at least 
three months from time ad is received 
until printed. 

SELL: Crager ‘Indy’ steering wheel, 17” dia. 
four-spoker. Molded neoprene rim, complete w/ 
hub kit for ‘29-'48 Ford steering shaft and 
polished center cover. $35. value — never used, 

o Rod 


only $20. Box NR-4 c/ & Custom. 
SELL: DeDion rear end set-up w/ inboard 
brakes. Heavy U-joints and shofts. includes 


SELL: 1928 Model A left front and right rear 
fenders, used, fair. $10 for the pair. 1940 
Cadillac transmission — $25. 1949-53 Ford 3rd 
member with 3 axles, 3.31 ratio— $10. Don 
Jolley, Rod & Custom, Box 29A, 5959 Hollywood 
Bivd., Los Angeles 28, Calif. 


SELL: 1932 Ford Victoria, chopped 4°, chan- 
nelied 6”, full fendered. Unfinished, has % x % 
full fathead, front end, rear end, wheels, tires, 
etc. A real beauty — just needs finishing. $450. 
Bill Sturgis, 22767 Cavalier, Woodland Hills, 
California. DI 6-6095 or DI 2.5095. 


SELL: ‘47 Mercury coupe, fully customized, 


1958, Rod & Custom, $1450 or best offer. Bob 
Hoshiko, 1130 N. Hollywood Way, Burbank, 
Calif. Phone TH 2-7646, days only. 


SELL: 1959 Velocette Scrambler, 500 cc, fully 
equipped for dirt and street use with tool kit, 
special skid plate, modified pegs, speedometer, 
lights, mvuffer, etc. Rod & Custom, Box 32A, 
5959 Hollywood Bivd., Los Angeles 28, Calif. 


SELL: 15” Cragar competition steering wheel, 


5.00 x 16 Firestone Racing rib tires, with tubes 
and mounted on wheels and balanced. $40.00 
for the pair. Rod & Custom, Box 328, 5959 Holly- 
wood Bivd., Los Angeles 28, Calif. 

SELL: Bronze ‘32 Ford Roadster, featured on 
pages 18-21 of this issue. Consistent 
winner, yet is fully roadworthy and legal. 
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bench session 


jAttencion, you ‘would be’ race car 
drivers and race car mechanics! There 
may be a chance for you to prove your 
salt. There are a lot of rumors going 
around regarding the Carrera Pan- 
americana; or in our language, the 
Mexican Road Race. You remember; the 
2,100 mile thrill show! 

It seems the new Presidente, Adolfo 
Lopez Mateos, smiles favorably down 
on racing kemps — and this is good, con- 
sidering you have to have his approval 
before you can make the team. Now 
Adolfo Lopez, somewhat of a hipster 
who has a whole garage full of Fer- 
raris and Masers and even a Cad or 
two, is always on hand at all the local 
sporty car go’s to cheer the favorite and 
congratulate the weiner (a weiner is 
the man who comes in first, down 
Mexico way). With his approval a syn- 
dicate of wealthy hotel owners and even 
a soft drink manufacturer or two have 
gotten together, so rumor has it, to 
sponsor the fracas. I might add it is 
also rumored that representatives from 
a Detroit car-building concern spelled 
with four letters have been spending a 
lot of time south of the border making 
with the arrangements, You'll probably 
remember the same company ran a 
caravan of Lincolns down there in prior 
races which happened to finish 1-2-3-4 
on more than one occasion. 

Now, with one nationally known auto 
manufacturer indulging in this sort of 
‘thing, others will just hafta follow, so 
I expect to see GMC leap in the form 
of some big Pontiacs and even bigger 
Cheevies. Chrysler, you know, isn’t 
going to be outdone as they have always 
participated in the previous races. The 
advertising potential for the winner is 
fantastic; like, you know, “South of the 
Border or Your Own Home Town, Drive 
the Car that’s NOT Upside Down!” 

With all the factories here and abroad 
participating, it makes it kinda rough 
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on the poor hot rodder; so don’t be poor, 
get a wealthy sponsor! Everyone knows 
this race cannot be won by one person 
alone. A crew here is as important as 
at Indianapolis. But it can be done by 
small groups, as proven by Ak Miller 
and his bunch. Ak didn’t win, but he 
placed third in the big sport car divi- 
sion, which wasn’t bad for a bunch of 
‘dumb kids’. Speaking of divisions, so 
far there are only two; sports touring 
and touring, with a tentative break in 
cubic inch displacement. Now, as I said, 
this is all rumor, but the rumor has 
a date. November of ’61 or March ’62. 
So there you are! Now, if Castro doesn’t 
horse things up, we should have an 
international event that would help to 
cement the bond of sportsmanship and 
respect between all the participating 
nations. 

In previous years, the preparation 
for the Mexican Road Race by the fac- 
tory teams was a thing of wonder. 
Absolutely no expense was spared; 
nothing was left to chance. The Smith- 
Stroppe Combine that handled and pre- 
pared the Lincolns for Ford Motor 
Company was a good example of what 
careful planning, precision workman- 
ship, and a lot of money can do. 

The late Clay Smith, who headed the 
operation, was an expert in this field 
of endeavor, having run four of the 
grueling races. Each Lincoln was strip- 
ped to the frame rails, and all parts 
were sent out for Magna-flux inspec- 
tion. Heater blowers were installed in 
the trunk to provide a constant supply 
of cool air to the rear brakes through 
ducting in the backing plates. A similar 
arrangement was provided for the front. 
The springs were replaced with heavy- 
duty ones from the Export Kit, along 
with beefed spindles and hubs. Brackets 
were fabricated, both front and rear, 
to facilitate the installation of addi- 
tional shocks for each wheel. Roll bars 


were installed with both seat belts and 
shoulder harnesses for the driver and 
co-pilot. 

The engines were treated in much 
the same manner as the chassis; strip- 
ped to the bare block, Magna-fluxed and 
reassembled with infinite care from 
hand selected parts, They were then 
Dynoed and all electrical units were 
re-checked. 

The driver and co-pilot went th 
the same extensive shakedown. y 
ran “up and down the entire route, tak- 
ing notes, trying corners for maximum 
speed, and noting all possible pitfalls. 
Tire mileage was checked, The notes 
were then transcribed into an endless 
tape to be read by the co-pilot during 
the actual race. 

Tire stops were figured and set up 
along the way, with pneumatic jacks 
and wreriches, as only the pilot and co- 
pilot were allowed to touch the car at 
the tire changes and the one-hour long 
maintenance stop at the end of each leg. 

The planning and endless hours of 
practice all paid off in the end. The 
finish was, as you know, a real joy to 
FoMoCo. 

Now where does this leave us, being 
hot-rodders with a desire to compete in 
this probable road race? No matter 
which car you choose, the manufacturer 
will be on hand to help, if not financi- 
ally, with optional equipment available 
and suitable for the work at hand. 

Have you seen the massive aluminum 
brake drums for the Pontiac with 15 in. 
wheels? Or those new 3% by 11 in. 
Alfin brake drums on the 61 Continen- 
tal Convert? They are just waiting to 
be installed in your High-Performer. 

With G.M., Chrysler, and now Ford, 
with a four-speed transmission, there is 
little left to want in the way of racing 
options. So, get your crew and money 
together and make it to Mexico! © 
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TREND BOOKS Give The Answer 


All the Who's, What's, Why’s, When's, How’s and Where’s 
are brought to light in any of TREND BOOKS informative, fact filled, fully illustrated 
automotive publications. Among the many TREND BOOKS designed with you in mind, 














here are four designed to answer all your questions plus S 
provide many hours of pure reading pleasure. ANTIQUE AND CLASSIC CAR 
e 
CARS OF THE WORLD ay 
YOUR CAR e ° . 
INTs @ RESTYLE g 5 
@ WANDY CAR al Fi 
a ao 


Send Your 85¢ (covers postage, etc.) for any one of these informative TREND BOOKS to: 
TREND BOOKS, 5916 Hollywood Boulevard, Los Angeles 28, California 





The proper method of starting an automobile 
is no trick at all! JUST TURN THE KEY... 


and the proper method to be first on the scene with automobile facts and figures is by 
reading any of the PETERSEN PUBLISHING COMPANY automotive magazines... facts, 
photos, complete coverage ... from the Salt Flats of Bonneville to the finest in custom 
ideas. Each issue of each magazine is a veritable gold mine of top rate information and just 
plain enjoyable reading. Whatever your interests are in the automotive world you'll find a 
PETERSEN PUBLICATION tailor made for you. 


Published by PETERSEN PUBLISHING COMPANY, publishers of HOT ROD, 
MOTOR TREND, MOTOR LIFE, CAR CRAFT, SPORTS CAR GRAPHIC, 
ROD & CUSTOM, KART MAGAZINE, POWER BOAT, GUNS & AMMO and ‘TEEN. 








